Appl. No. 10/715,097 
Amendment Dated July 18, 2006 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: Burneikis, Virginijus Group Art Unit: 373 1 

Serial No.: 10/715,097 Examiner: Pous, Natalie R. 

Filed: 1 1/17/2003 Confirmation No. 3256 

For: METHOD AND DEVICE FOR UMBILICUS PROTECTION DURING 
ABDOMINAL SURGERY 



Attorney Docket No.: 50087-0001 

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL 

1. Transmitted herewith is 

- Amendment Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.1 1 1 for this application (15 Pages) 

- Replacement Sheet (1 Page) 

- Drawings Showing Corrections (1 Page) 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.8(a) and 1.10 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAILING 

deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

37 C.F.R. 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R. 1.10* 

E with sufficient postage as □ as "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee," 

first class mail. Mailing Label No. 

TRANSMISSION 
transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and Trademark Office. 

Date: Signature a » t 



Alia Meyer 

{type or print name of person certifying) 
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Interview Summary dated 6/ 1 2/2006 

- Interview Summary dated 6/29/2006 

- Post Card 



STATUS 



Applicant is 
[X] a sit 




[X] was 
[ ] othe 



EXTENSION OF TERM 



NOTE: "Extension of Time in Patent Cases (Supplement Amendments) - If a timely and complete response has been filed after a 
Non-Final Office Action, an extension of time is not required to permit filing and/or entry of an additional amendment 
after expiration of the shortened statutory period. 

If a timely response has been filed after a Final Office Action, an extension of time is required to permit filing and/or entry 
of a Notice of Appeal or filing and/or entry of an additional amendment after expiration of the shortened statutory period 
unless the timely-filed response placed the application in condition for allowance. Of course, if a Notice of Appeal has 
been filed within the shortened statutory period, the period has ceased to run." Notice of December 10, 1985(1061 O.G. 
34-35). 

NOTE: See 37 CFR. Section 1.645 for extensions of time in interference proceedings, and 37 C.F.R. Section 1550(c) for 
extensions of time in reexamination proceedings. 

3. The proceedings herein are for a patent application and the provisions of 37 C.F.R. Section 1.136 



(a) [ ] Applicant petitions for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.136 

(fees: 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17(a)(l)-(4)) for the total number of months checked 
below: 



apply. 



(complete (a) or (b), as applicable) 



Extension 
(months) 
one month 
two months 



small entity 
$ 120.00 
$ 450.00 
$ 1,020.00 
$ 1,590.00 



Fee for other than 



Fee for 
small entity 



[ ] 
[ ] 
[ ] 
[ ] 



three months 
four months 



$ 60.00 
$ 225.00 
$ 510.00 
$ 795.00 



Fee: $ 



0.00 



If an additional extension of time is required, please consider this a petition therefor. 



(check and complete the next item, if applicable) 



An extension for 



months has already been secured. The fee paid therefor of 
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$ is deducted from the total fee due for the total months of extension now 

requested. 



Extension fee due with this request $ 0.00 

OR 

(b) [ ] Applicant believes that no extension of term is required. However, this conditional 
petition is being made to provide for the possibility that applicant has inadvertently 
overlooked the need for a petition for extension of time. 

FEE FOR CLAIMS 

4. The fee for claims (37 C.F.R. Section 1 .16(b)-(d)) has been calculated as shown below: 



OTHER THAN A 

(Col.l) (Col. 2) (Col. 3) SMALL ENTITY SMALL ENTITY 



Claims 
Remaining 

After 
Amendment 


Highest No. 
Previously 
Paid For 


Present 
Extra 


Rate 


Addit. 
Fee 


OR 


Rate 


Addit. 
Fee 


Total 16 Minus 


31 


=0 


x$25 = 


$0.00 




x$50 = 


$0.00 


Indep. 3 Minus 


4 


=0 


x$100 = 


$0.00 




x $200 = 


$0.00 


[ ] First Presentation of Multiple Dependent Claim 


+ $180 = 


$0.00 




+ $360 = 


$0.00 








Total 

Addit. Fee 


$0.00 


OR 


Total 
Addit. Fee 


$0.00 



* If the entry in Col. 1 is less than the entry in Col. 2, write "O" in Col. 3, 
** If the "Highest No. Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20". 
*** If the "Highest No. Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3". 

The "Highest No. Previously Paid For" (Total or Indep.) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in Col. 1 of a 

prior amendment or the number of claims originally filed. 

WARNING: "After final rejection or action (Section 1.113) amendments may be made canceling claims or complying 

with any requirement of form which has been made. " 37 C.F.R. Section 1.116(a) (emphasis added). 

(complete (c) or (d), as applicable) 

(c) [X] No additional fee for claims is required. 

OR 

(d) [ ] Total additional fee for claims required $ 0.00 . 



(Amendment Transmittal-page 3) 



FEE PAYMENT 



5. [ ] Attached is a check in the sum of $ . 

[ ] Charge Account No. 502398 the sum of $ 0.00 . 
A duplicate of this transmittal is attached. 

FEE DEFICIENCY 

NOTE: If there is a fee deficiency and there is no authorization to charge an account, additional fees are necessary to cover 
the additional time consumed in making up the original deficiency. If the maximum, six-month period has expired 
before the deficiency is noted and corrected, the application is held abandoned. In those instances where authorization 
to charge is included, processing delays are encountered in returning the papers to the PTO Finance Branch in order 
to apply these charges prior to action on the cases. Authorization to charge the deposit account for any fee deficiency 
should be checked. See the Notice of April 7, 1986, (1065 O.G. 31-33). 

6. [x] If any additional extension and/or fee is required, charge Account No. 502398 . 

AND/OR 

[x] If any additional fee for claims is required, charge Account No. 502398 . 



SIGNATURE OF PRACTITIONER 

Lee G. Meyer .. 

(type or print name of practitioner) 

Reg. No. 27,216 

Meyer & Associates, LLC 

17462 E. Powers Drive 

Centennial, CO 80015-3046 

Tel. No. 720-870-5845 

PTO Customer No. 36178 
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Application No. 



Applicant(s) 




*^3I participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



Interview Summary 



Natalie Pous 



Examiner 



10/715,097 



Art Unit 



3731 



BURNEIKIS.VIRGINIJUS 



(1) Natalie Pous , 



(3). 



(2) Lee Meyer . 



(4). 



Date of Interview: 12 June 2006 . 

Type: a)G3 Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

c)D Personal [copy given to: 1)D applicant 2)D applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)D Yes e)D No. 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: . 

Identification of prior art discussed: Khol (US 2973761), Schoeller . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)D was reached. g)D was not reached. h)(3 N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS 
INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO 
FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview 
requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



CI 





(JACKIE) TAN-UYBI HO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed Office action. 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



PTOL-413 (Rev. 04-03) 



Interview Summary 



Paper No. 65980201 



Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 



Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record 

A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 
Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S. C. 132) 

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to 
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt 



The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself 
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview 
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the 
substance of the interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: 

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, "Interview Record OK" on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 
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^rimon Sub * ta " ce of ln,e ™ ew 'eluding description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
IZ fZZ Z ? reaChed, 7 T y ° the J comments: A PP^ant drew examiners attention to the restriction requirement 
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17-25 Group2 method of using, claims 11-16 and 26-31. Applicant discussed objections tc .the specSon V 
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Interview Summary 



Natalie Pous 



Application No. 



Examiner 



10/715,097 



3731 



Art Unit 



Applicant(s) 



BURNEIKIS, VIRGINIJUS 



All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



(1) Natalie Pous . 



(3). 



(2) Lee Mever . 



(4). 



Date of Interview: 29 June 2006 . 

Type: a)E] Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

c)D Personal [copy given to: 1)Q applicant 2)D applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)D Yes e)S No. 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: 11-16 and 26-35 . 

Identification of prior art discussed: . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)^| was reached. g)Q was not reached. h)D N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS 
INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO 
FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview 
requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 

Attachment to a signed Office action. Examiner's signature, if required 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



PTOL-413(Rev. 04-03) 



Interview Summary 



Paper No. 20080629 
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 
Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (IV1PEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record 

A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone Interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 
Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an Interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1,111, 1.135. (35 u.S.C. 1 32) 

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted In writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to 
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt 



The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself 
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each Interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed soleJy to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for In Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
out typographical errors or unreadable script In Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or If other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following Information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participants ) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

it is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview 
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to Include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the 
substance of the interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: 

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The Identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood In the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an Interview. If the record is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication. "Interview Record OK" on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-41 3) U JUL 2 J fl^ Application No. 10/715,097 

Continuation of Substance of Interviey^^^cyg^^scription of the genera! nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other corfnrofits: Upon review of applicants preliminary amendment, examiner agrees 
that the remarks and amendments to the claims overcome the cited references with regard to claims 11-17; and, 
further acknowledges the addition of claims 32-35, including subject matter indicated as allowable if rewritten in 
independent form in the previous Office action. As such, these claims overcome the cited references as well. Upon 
reciept of official response to the previous office action, examiner will further consider the claims outside the above 
agreements. Examiner acknowledged the submission of amendments to the specification and drawings to overcome 
objections to the specification and drawings of the previous office action. Examiner acknowledged that the proposed 
amendment to claim 26 overcomes the 1 12 rejection and as such dependent claims 26-31 are allowable over the art of 
record. Claims 1-10 and claims 17-25 remain withdrawn from this appliation. 
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